Horse Skill-a-thon Study Guide
Arabian


Key Indicators: Flatter, shorter back, small “dished” face, upright neck carriage, high tail carriage.



Colors include: black, bay, chestnut, grey. White markings possible though not excessive.

Quarter Horse


Key Indicators: Stockier build, heavier muscling in the hind quarters, lower head carriage, typey, triangular
face.



Colors include: black, bay, sorrel, grey, roan, palomino, perlino, cremello, grulla, buckskin, dun. No excessive
white.

Thoroughbred
●

Key Indicators: Longer leaner build, larger heart girth, taller.

●

Colors include: Black, bay, chestnut, grey,

American Paint Horse
●

Key Indicators: Stockier build, heavier muscling, lower head carriage, typey, triangular face, and loud
coloring.

●

Colors include: Tobiano, overo, tovero, and sabino variances of the following colors: black, bay, sorrel, grey,
roan, palomino, perlino, cremello, grulla, buckskin, dun.

Morgan


Key indicators: Upright head carriage with a thicker neck, lighter muscling, more expression



Colors include: Black, bay, chestnut, grey, palomino.

Appaloosa


Key Indicators: Stocker build, heavier muscling, lower head carriage, mottled skin, striped hooves, spotted
coloring.



Colors include: blanket, snowflake, leopard print variations of: black, bay, sorrel, grey, roan, palomino,
buckskin, dun.

American Saddlebred


Key Indicators: Upright head carriage, strong profile in the face, large expressive eyes, taller, narrower
frame, animated motion.



Colors include: Black, bay, chestnut, grey, palomino, pinto.

Fresian


Key Indicators: Larger bodied, thicker bone, feathering on the legs, thicker mane & tail, animated motion.



Colors allowed: Black is the only recognized color for the breed registry.

Shire
●

Key Indicators: Draft breed, larger, heavier bodied horse, stouter through the chest, feathering on legs.

●

Colors include: Black, Bay, Grey, Roan

Clydesdale
●

Key Indicators: Draft horse, large bodies capable of long heavy work days, Heavy feathering on legs.

●

Colors include: Bay with characteristic white stockings and face markings.

Percheron


Key Indicators: Draft breed, large bodied, small amount of feathering



Colors include: Black, grey, bay, chestnut

Belgian


Key Indicators: Draft breed, heavier bodied, large flat bone, heavily muscled, docile nature



Colors include: Black, bay, chestnut, grey, roan, palomino

Gypsy Vanner
●

Key Indicators: Shorter, stouter build, thick mane & tail, feathering on legs, soft eyes, friendly nature.

●

Colors include: Solid or Pinto variations of black, bay, chestnut, grey, palomino, buckskin.

Haflinger


Key Indicators: Shorter, lighter build, flaxen mane and tail, light feathering kind eye.



Colors include: palomino

Norwegian Fjord
●

Key Indicators: Shorter with a thicker neck, thick, flat bone, with characteristic short cropped mane

●

Colors included: Dun

Shetland Pony
●

Key Indicators: Shorter with thick mane and tail

●

Colors include: Solid and Pinto variations of black, bay, chestnut, grey.

Basic colors

Face Markings

Also known as bald face

Leg Markings

Paint/Pinto Patterns

Overo

●

Your horse’s feet continue to grow in width until they are about 6 years old. After that
they continue to grow, but in height like a fingernail would. On average it will grow
about ¼ to ½ an inch a month, with new growth originating at the coronary band, which
is why farriers should come to trim horse’s feet about every 6-8 weeks. Seasons can
affect growth rates as well.

●

When being ridden horse’s hooves sometimes wear down or need support in other
ways so they get various types of horseshoes.

●

Horses’ hoof walls are about 25% water, the sole is 33% water, and the frog (the most
sensitive part) is about 50% water.

●

Horse hooves act as shock absorbers absorbing about 70-80% of the impact when doing
Work.

●

Horses’ feet expand and contract as they place and take weight off of them.

Farrier/Shoeing Equipment

●

Blood Meal

●

Ground Limestone

●

Buckwheat

●

Hay Cube

●

Complete Pelleted Feed

●

Soybean Hulls

●

Cracked Corn

●

Soybean Meal

●

Corn

●

Steam Rolled Barley

●

Gluten Meal

●

Steam Rolled Oats

●

Dehydrated Alfalfa Meal Pellets

●

Trace Mineral Salt

●

Dicalcium Phosphate

●

Urea

●

Distillers Grain

●

Wheat Middlings

●

Dried Sugar Beet

●

White Salt

●

Pulp Dried Whey

●

Whole Grain Oats

●

Dry Molasses

●

Whole Grain Wheat

●

Fish Meal

●

Whole Kernel Corn

Western Saddle
Reining Saddle

Show Saddle

Work Saddle/Rough-out Training Saddle

Bosal and Mecate

Work Bridle

Western Bridle
Double Loop Show Bridle

Cavesson

English Saddle

English Bridle

Dressage Saddle

Dressage Bridle

Cutback Saddle

Double Show Bridle

Snaffle Bit
Loose Ring

Twisted

D-Ring

Eggbutt

Ported Snaffle

Curb Bit
Tom Thumb

Correction

Grazing Curb

Roller Port

S-Shank

Spade

Romal Reins

Barrel Reins

Reins

Western
Split Reins

English
Rubber

Braided Leather

Martingale
Running Martingale

Training Fork

German Martingale and Reins

Multi-Ring Martingale

Chain Over the Nose
This is used as an aid for leading horses that can be hot or have a hard time showing respect when lead on the
ground. The chain can be run through the halter from the left side, and attached on the right side ring closest to the
horse’s eye. Always loop the chain around the noseband to avoid extreme pressure that may break the horse’s
nasal bones. As in all cases, if the horse pulls back when leading, just walk with the horse and avoid pulling. The
horse is significantly stronger and pulling on him or her will only make the pullback situation worse.

Shoulder Roll
This is a quick distraction to only be used for a grabbing the attention of the horse for small exams. Not meant for
long periods of time.

Leg Lift
Commonly used to aid with leg clipping or dressing a wound. Handlers should only hold front legs as hind legs can
be dangerous. If working on a hind leg, have a helper lift the front leg on the same side. The handler must not let leg
go until the individual working on the leg is finished to avoid injury.

Lip Chain/Twine
Can be used as a distraction for vet examinations, or clipping. Can be used with twine instead of a chain. Feed the
chain or twin through the halter, allowing the chain or twine to hang below the horses chin in order to secure on the
right side of the halter. Once secured, gently place over the top gums and apply downward pressure on the end of
the chain/twine, using the leverage of the halter to aid with the pressure. This will release endorphins that will
create a calming effect for a period of time. As soon as the exam/clip job is done, release pressure.

Humane Twitch
A humane twitch can be used by one person to aid in clipping. To use, approach the horse slowly, making sure to let
it know you will be working around its head. Slowly reach out to pet the horses nose before taking hold of it and
placing the humane twitch over the nose. Use the attached string to secure the handle, and then clip to the halter.
There is a 12 minute window in which endorphins will be released to cause a quieting reaction in the horses. DO
NOT USE LONGER THAN 12 MINUTES! There comes a moment when the endorphins stop distracting the horse, and
the twitch simply becomes painful. Remove twitch and gently rub nose.

